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SUMMARY
The local no profit-association TERRE CALDE ONLUS (Caserta, Italy) and from Lusaka (Zambia) have decided to make a town twinning and have chosen human development/health as the key areas for action in supporting socio-economic development in Zambia. This intervention will focus primarily on youth between the ages of 2 to 24 years.

There is a great need for targeted interventions in the above mentioned areas due to the prevalence of poverty and HIV/AIDS in the country. The project aims to initiate a joint development project between the above mentioned partners in Zambia’s capital, Lusaka because Lusaka has the highest incidence of street kids and also the highest prevalence of HIV which results in a high number of Orphans and Vulnerable Children (OVCs)

It is anticipated that the twinning between the local no-profit association TERRE CALDE ONLUS from  Santa Maria a Vico(Caserta, Italy) and the ones from the Lusaka Per - Urban District (Lusaka, Zambia) will help alleviate the poverty levels and also help reduce the incidence of street kids and the prevalence of HIV. The project aims to do this by setting up a children’s refuge catering for street kids and OVCs. To be provided are health education services, skills training and mentoring/counseling. The centre aims to cater for up to 200 children/youth in empowering them to make positive life choices and for better health and income generation.

The Centre will operate out of Lusaka’s high density areas where poverty is most apparent and where the incidence of street kids and HIV prevalence are high.

Expected outcomes: 

·         By the end of the first year of implementation, 200 out of 200 children (OVCs and Street Children) will have successfully been empowered with the knowledge, skills and attitudes to make appropriate and positive life choices.

·         By the end of the first year of implementation, 100 out of 200 OVCs and Street Kids will have learnt a skill that will help them become more self reliant and able to meet their day to day needs

·         By the end of the second year of implementation, 50 out of 200 OVCs and street kids will be able to serve/act as peer counselors and role models for newly enrolled kids. They will do this, having been empowered with knowledge, skills and attitudes to make better life choices, by demonstrating the possibility of and feasibility of behavior change for a more positive outcome

·         By the end of the initial 3 year project lifespan, 180 out of 200 OVCs and Street children will have, in addition to being empowered with knowledge, skills and attitudes for positive behavior change, will be able to use those skills to better their lives and earn a livelihood that will sustain them and their families.

·         By the end of the 3 year lifespan, the project will have learnt valuable lessons and achieved successes that will enable them expand to other areas of the country where the need for intervention is great.


